
17 Nov Dear Dr. King: 
lg5’ Thank you very much for sending to me a copy of your book entitled, “Stride 

Toward Freedom.” I greatly appreciate your thought of me, as do I your cordial 
personal inscription.* 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 
[signed] Dwight D Eisenhower 

PERSONAL 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: BOX 90. 

e. Other government officials who received inscribed copies from King include Adlai Stevenson, 
Richard Nixon, former president Harry Truman, Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren, and 
Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black. 

From Harry Emerson Fosdick 

17 November 1958 
New York, N.Y. 

King inscribed a copv of Stride to Fosdick, minister emeritus at New YwkS Riverside 
Church: “ l f I  were called upm to select the greatest preacher of this century, Z would 
choose your name. VI were called upon to select the foremost p-qbhets of our 
generation, I would choose you to head the list. VI were called upon to select the 
Christian saints of our day, again I would have to place you on the list. Because of all 
these things and the inspiration that youve been to me, Ip-esent you with this book.”’ 

Rev. Martin Luther King, 
309 South Jackson Street, 
Montgomery, Alabama. 

Dear Mr. King: 

I cannot tell you how deeply I appreciate your good will and generosity in send- 
ing me a copy of your book Stride Toward Freedom inscribed with the very kindly 
words you wrote. 

Of course I read your book when it first came out. It is one of the most impor- 
tant books in its field that has ever been published, and, as perhaps you know, I 
made a statement about it that the publishers have been using in their advertis- 
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ing. We are all unpayably in your debt, not only for what you did but for putting 

As for that inscription, my dear friend, I never possibly could deserve it. I am a 
very humble minister of the church and while I have had to fight a good fight sev- 
eral times in my life, I am sure that I never faced the kind of problem that you 
face with anything like the courage that you have so magnificently displayed. I am 
sure you know without my saying so with what intimate care and sympathywe here 
in the North share with you the struggle you are carrying on in the South. 

God bless you always and always, and thanks again for your generous goodwill 
in sending me this inscribed book! 

Faithfully yours, 
[signed] Harry Emerson Fosdick 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 84 

18 Nov 
1958 the story down where thousands of people can read it. 

Annual Report, Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church, Presented on 18 November 1958 

1 November 1957-30 November 1958 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Delayed by his ongoing recovery, King delivered this annual report almost a month 
after the traditional end of the church year. He regretted that ‘Tor three long months 
I found it impossible to occupy the pulpit ’’ and included his personal thanks to the 
Dexter membership for their support: “As you know, this has been a rather dzficult 
year for me. I have had to confront the brutality of police oficers, an unwarr[a]nted 
arrest, and a near fatal stab wound by a mentally deranged woman.” In  sections 
of the report not printed below, King provided ajinancial report and listed Dexter? 
oficers and leaders, outstanding church events, and outside sermons and lectures 
he had delivered during the 1957-1958 church year. Kings tally of pastoral chores 
included twenty-eight sermons peached at Dexter, jifty- four addresses away from 
home, 106 community and civic meetings attended, and thirty-six personal interviews. 
He recommended for the 1958-1959 church year that a Young Mens League be 
organized. 

We stand again on the threshold of a new church year. As we prepare to enter 
this new church year, we may gain guidance and direction by reviewing the ex- 
periences of the past. 

The 1957-58 church year was another year of spiritual advance. While we lost 
several good members through death and the process of moving to other sections 
of the country, we have continued to move on, replacing these persons whenever 
we could. So in spite of these losses our membership remains about the same. 537 
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